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Dear Children’s Links Member
Your news bulletin is produced fortnightly and is designed
to keep you up-to-date with the latest developments in
children and family policy.
In this edition you will find the following:


Party Packages at the Toy Library



Weston Charity Awards Expands Programme for 2018



Riding the Storm of Adolescence



Children and Young People’s Mental Health



Early Years Services



Children’s Links Vacancies



Funding Finder



Seasons Greetings
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Committed to improving the life quality and experiences of children, young people and their families.

Weston Charity Awards Expands
Programme For 2018
Following the success of previous awards,
the Weston Charity Awards has expanded
its area of eligibility into Wales as it re-opens
the programme for 2018.
Registered charities in the North of England,
the Midlands, and Wales, can apply for a
package of support intended to provide longterm benefit.
Applications will be accepted from registered
charities that are ambitious and working to
alleviate disadvantage in youth, welfare or
community sectors.
It is expected that 20 charities will receive:
A fully funded year of support from Pilotlight.
An unrestricted cash contribution of £6,200
to support the work with Pilotlight, this
includes travel expenses to meetings.
Access to the advice and support of both
Pilotlight and the Garfield Weston
Foundation.
Three ‘connect’ sessions with other Award
Winners across the year.
Charities must have an annual income of
less than £5 million, and at least one paid
full-time member of staff in a leadership
position.
Applications will be accepted from 1
December 2017 until 12 January 2018
(5pm).

Children and young people's mental
health
The government's response to the Education
and Health Select Committees' report on
children and young people's mental health
has been published. While the Committees'
report made recommendations including:
support for student well-being that goes
beyond PSHE lessons to leadership,
staffing, training and non-academic
activities; more prominence for mental
health in Ofsted inspections; and a review of
the effect of budget reductions, the
government response emphasises:

The role of PSHE and RSE lessons
and the DfE's upcoming 'wide-ranging
engagement on the content of these
subjects'

Ofsted maintains that its inspections
already give due prominence to mental
health but that it will keep this under
review

The £1.3 billion for schools over the
next two years in addition to the new
school funding formula

Early years services
Family and Childcare Trust has published
the results of research conducted by parent
researchers from across the country, who
spoke to nearly 500 parents to understand
what families need and want from early
years services. Finding that parents are
concerned the lack of early years services,
and most value activities where they can
take part with their child, the report
recommends a national strategy from the
government which:

Ensures adequate investment in
crucial early years services from
central Government with earmarked
funding for local authorities.

Effectively engages parents in the
development of the national strategy,
and outline how parents should be
involved in the development of local
services.

Prioritises strengthening communities
by reaching out to and welcoming all
families in the local area.

Makes sure families know about the
services on offer locally by providing
clear and comprehensive information.

Children’s Links’ Vacancies
Children’s Links have a variety of vacancies
in the children’s sector ranging from
Childcare Assistants to Visit Centre Workers
in prisons.
To view the current vacancies visit the
Children’s Links website.

Funding Finder
CYP Now have a directory that lists over 100
sources of funding and grants to support
work with children, young people and
families. Find out more

